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OREETINGS ERGBODS,

A haarty Sweason’'s Greetings to all of yvou. dnce
again, the reminder that if you would havae liked to gat tha next
issua of ERG which wauld have besn the 3&4th. Annish, thean you're too
late. After tha abysmal response to tha last issum ['ve dacided to
close ERG down. It may revert to an apazine, see the Letters coluan
for more details.

Dnca again, the cover waa drawn using ‘Paintbrush® on  the
PC, a8 wure many of the interior illos. In futwa, I°11 prabably
revert to hand drawing tha covers aE this allows more flaxibility in
tha line wark.

Naw o to a couple of opiniocn spots. I've recently baan
re-reading sooa of the old Analogs from the fiftiea. 1 was atruck by
tha battar quality of thae storiss and the far batter artwork which
related to thes. Nowadays, Analog ssems tp favour certain themes -
cava tha scology, rescum various spacias, and central characters tend
ta ba females, preferably black and if poasible, lesbian; all af
which is OK if it makas for a good story. MWith Analag, it frequently
doesn’'t, tha "story’' baing mersely a pmg on which ta hang a platfarm.
Takm tha November issuw. I gave up an the serial, STARMIND after a
dozen pages. Dne stary taella how colonists reject those using
machines (big deal), Two yarne wouldn’t avan get into fanzines] ona
geea Britalin turning Franca's chassa into slinme and equally idiatic
is tha one whera advertieing chicken soup is illagal. Only ona tala
clicka - a woman using Virtual Reality witness a surder and aust find
who did it. Two articles and an mditorial round cut a typically dull
1SELIE.

It's nice to know that in this brave new world, wa have no
blind, no crippied, no deaf and nao dumb, Na, advancing madical
science hagn't earadicated such troublas; all these and many athaer
afflictions have baen swapt out of sight by the aighty flow of PC
jargon. Ta replace tham, we hava tha visually challanged, tha
physically ar aurally disadvantaged and thoam with mal functianing
spegch facllilty. People ara no longer fat, but have a waight
problam, short onas arm vartically diminishad, whilst stutterscs have
a recurring spesch attitude. Nota, nons of thesa ix "handicapped’ in

any way.

The term 'negro’ was replaced by ‘black’ which in turn gave
way to ‘Afro-Caribbaan”, This, desspitam tha fact that _many, =o
laballed, had naver basn near either area. Nowadays, ‘pigmantally

shaded’ is the buzzword. All this ko avoid saying ‘colourad’ - when
we are all colouwred in some way, be it black, brown, yellow, a patlid
aff-white, ar sven sky blue pink.

Do all these politically carrect teras make the individuals
concerned suffer less or feel hetter? 1 think not. [ am atone deaf
in one ear, saying that I'm aurally disadvantaged doesn't impraove the
trouble. Whether you call a spade a shaovel or an aarth-smoving
implement doesn't change things ona lota. I suspect that the anly
people who benefit from PC jargon are those who use it. Perhaps they
think it shows what thaughtful, considerate and fine-thinking

individuals they are. It's a strange, Orwellian, 94-ish sort aof
double-think society which strives to eliminate such words as blind,
1lame, crippled ai deaf, yet which spatters tha &oulest

gutter-language through films, plays, TV programs and ‘literature’.

Racial joke=s and stereotypes are also verboten. No sore of
that 'Englishman, Irishman and a Scotsman’ stuff, no penny-pinching
Jews or sausage-stuffing Germans. Golliwags have gone from tha
nursery and from the marmalade jar label. Black and white minstrels
are suspect and although you may refer to someone as a "Wily Oriental
Sentleman’, vyou are in peril if you abreviate that to ‘'wag’.
Strangely, Limey', ‘Yank ' or "Canuck’' are permisaible, but beware of
using ‘Hun’', 'Dago’, or "Frog ' - although 'gringo’ seems legitimate.

Evan villains in our books, filma and plays should not belong to an
ethnic minarity’.

Such pussyfooting may irritate at times, but at least it is
harmless and basically well meant. Heowever, it tends ta abscure a
much greater menace in our society - the “do—-goader’'. The put 1t
right at all rosts attitude seems to be that criminals are only sa
because “soriety’ made them sa. Thowe who batter ald ladies tao death
far a few paltry coins, do =0 becausne we farced them to do itt. We
are  told that prigson sentences do not 'cure’ criminals. Mayhe not,
but until something better comes along, they deter many patantial
anes and keep the real ones out of action for a while.

The kid glove treatment af sending youthful aoffendera an
expensive holiday junkets proved an  abysmal failure. One teenage
robber seeing it as  a marvellous chance to pillage the chalets aof
legitimate guests. Anather crackpat idea wa=z to =sond surder-deriving
young car thieves an Go#arting caurses. A clear asignal ko the
law-ahiding that if they want to go kart-rarcing they must first atsal
samebady ‘s car and wreck it.

I'm all in favour of hanning fox and deer hunting, but
seeing the antice of the hunt saboteurs an TV recently made have amore
sympathy for the hunters than tha daft brigade. I'm alsn against
the idea of maltreating animals in order to create cosmetics, but I
feel that another brainless do-gooder idea is the placing of
fire-bomhs in shops suspected aof using “animal-related’ products.
Seemingly, it’'s totally wrang to harm animals but it s Ok to kill ar
main humans. Even worae, how can any sape individual countanance the
hlawing up af abortian centrea and killing the doctors - in thea oaame
of ‘saving sacred life'?

Society has made soma great strides since the dayas of the
dark Satanic mills’', but Aot all af them have been forward.
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I wmrote this many years ago shan & writing course tutor askted
gach member of the class to produce a short play. khis une
brought tears to her syes. How read on.,

TROITAN NHEARSE
A GREEK TRAGEDY
by Terry Jeeves
This i3 a breakfast careal in one part, very sad and is5

cartain to make the audience cry. To ensure that they do, it 13
a good idea to rub onion aver the pragrawmses befYore selling tham.

° W ﬁﬁ o~

DRAWATIS PERSONAE (i.a Them in it) ﬁ} :

EURIPEHDV An olive polishar
ISOSCELES An angular fellow
BLOTTG A wine tester
ARTEHIS NOGVD An artiszt

CLATTD IThree

EROTICA }? Husing

NHUTTIA !} Fatas

There i3 also a cast of
seven hundred helots, zealots
and other Greclans. However, as
these are off Tighting the Punic
Wars and never appear oh stage vhry may be sartey lgnoered.

The play is set antirely ur a bare stage, rapresenting a
Greek Attic., This preservey the traditions of ancient dreece
whilst at the same time Trnoling the critics into thiaking it (5

very arty. HB It also saves »noeney.

SCENE.1: A Gresk Attic
((Enter J Husing fates clad im very short and 7Tlimsy white vrobes
(0ld bad sheets will serva). These costumes will ensure thal at
least half the theatre wmill be packed wmith nasty old asn.))

FATES “Woa, woe and Woe"
((They prance around =~aving bits of cheesacloth,

scattering flowers and learlets on dieting. This will pack the
other half of the theatre mith intellectual young ladies. M)

*More Woe and Woa again®
(tExeunt)) {i.e. they buzz of¥f}

((Enter Euripemov ..stage leftl})
EURIFEMOY “Ah, flowar petals. Methinks the fates have graced

this spot. Verily, ne trees, no leaved, yet laeaflets on the
flaooe. Tis pasnsing strange. Egad and forsooth.”
((He geastures iIm astonished surrissssnt)}
“But goft, what blighter through yonder wainscote

steps?”

{({Enter BLOTTO stage right, carrying
large wvase. He staggers beneath 1Its
waight -~ apd that of the Jiquor he has
tastad))

BLOTTO *Hail Euripemaov, polished aff
any good alives lately?”

EURIPEMOV “Ah, tis the good Blotto, no
doubt thou hast tasted asuch wine this day
and will taste wmore ere it be morrow.
But stay, what is that pot which thou
bearest?”

BLOTTO "I carryeth it for a joks,
This will sltayeth thes. Imagine you ara
from far Afrigue and kpow not what this
vase may be whao [ tell thea that ‘tis
but a Grecian Urn. Now good Ewipemov,
ack thou of me, “What‘'s a Greciran Urn"
My anuwer will slay thes,*

EURIFPEMOV "Nay good Slotto, ! know a Grecian earne but threae
drachmas anp hour, whyfor should this be funny?"

BLOTTO “Bah' You hnaweth it.* ({He draws a rfully loaded
Jagger and stabs Euripemov Tatally ¢o death, killipg hia
Instantly?}t "That will teacheth you to ruin nat my jokes*

{{Entar the Fates. BRlotto does not seam to see them as they
Zircle round hia and the Jead Euripemov))
FATES “Woe, woe and mora woa, and =0 an.” {{exeunt))
({Enter Isasceles.)]}

ISOSCELES "Ha there good Blotto, hast heard tha one about the
Grecian Urn?"

BLOTTO “Indeed yes. A Oracian 2arns but thres drachmas an
hour . ”

ISOSCELES "I knowath that one, no thise was an empty urn such as
thou carryest. Wouldst hear more?”

BLOTTO "Egad and yes forsooth, the tale of an empty urn would
muchly interaest me., Pray tell me more.”

ISOSCELES " Sadly there is naught to tell, as being an empty
urn, thare is nothing in Lt.* ((He laughs loudly "Did that
nat slay thee?*

ELOTTO “Indeed sir, the alayfulness is terrific” ({Draws
loaded dagger and stabs Isoscales.)}! "Try that on your
Aealian harp.”

({Enter Fates, Blotto again Talils to see thew)
FATES "Woa, woe, woe etcetera" ({Exqunt))
({Enter Noovo bearing paints and canvasl)

NOOQVO "Ho thaere good Blaotto, whattaeth is naw with thea?*



BLOTTO ] wonder ful new joke.
Parchance it will =mlay thea. Have you
heard the one about the empty Greek urn

that make=s 3 drachmas an hour?"

NOOVO "No, pray tell it to ae good
Blotto"

BLOTTOD "Ah, A Grecian earns nothing
because being empty he has nothing in
him."

NOOVO “] getteth it not ag sure as my

firat name is Artemis”

BLOTTO "Oh well good Artemic, where go
you with paints and that canvas covered
with little numbered boxes?"

NOOVO "1 go to set up my exhibition
in the Fornicatorium. My paintings will
bring fresh life to the jaded populace.”

BLOTTO “What do vou call this fresh ustyle, oh Artemis?
NOOVO “What else buk Art Noavo™

{¢tBintto gives a xtrangled scream, xhips out his dagger and

slays Noovo, The Fater stagger tiredly in))
FATES “Woe, three or four times and we'vre out of §lower
petals” {({Expunt?)
BLOTTO “ah me, Life palls, farewell cruel world"
(tStabs himsel¥ and collapses. Enter the weary
Fates))
FATES “Woe, that =a enough. {{They dance off}))
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The X.3

Stiletto

The X-1 and X-2 were both alr-launched and of
limited flight duration. The X-3 was not only designed to
take off and land undar its own power without bwing
airlifted by a 'mother ship’'; but it was also to remain airborne for
periods of wup to half an hour at a time to investigate the
agrodynamics of flight at speeds up to Mach 2.

Various power systems were considered:— turbojet, rocket,
pulse jot, or ramjet, Flight duration and fusl considerations !led
the designers t opt Ffor an afterburning turbejet plus a rocke
boost—unit. Howevar, when Westinghouss promised a new, 4,4001b
thrust turbojet, the rocket idea was scrapped and the project went
ahead for an aircraft powered by two of these jet engines. Sadly, as
has happened to so many other promising designs, the promised engines
fatiled to materialisa, so engines of only 3,300 lb thrust were
fitted, S0 underpowered, the X-3's performance falled to get
anywhere near its design brief. Only once did it reach Mach 1.21 in
a shallow dive. Two aircraft had been planned but only one was
completed, the second beting ‘camnibalised’ for spares.

The X-3 wmade congsiderable use of titanium to withstand
heating effecta. It was a beautiful aircraft with a wing-apan only a
third of its fuselage length and a take—off spmed of 280mph! Much of
the wing design data went to help Lockheed deaign thetr F-104
Starfighter. An  unusual feature of the ¥X-3 was the way the pilot's
seat lowered beneath the aircraft for him to enter, then was haisted
up Iinto the fuselage. The first flight was in Dctober 1932. Later
flights nearly proved fatal due to instability. This was cured, but
the X-3 only made twenty flights before betng retired to the Dayton
Air Force Museum in Ohioc where ! had the pleasure of walking around
the formidable looking machine,

Statistics:z— l.ength &éft. Span 23ft Speed Mach 0.93
Altitude 35,000fE.




THANKS FOR TQ
THE b NEVER READY | <{]
MEMORIES ponAsuEL
James Verran

Tha paperwork, if any, that comes with Nickel Cadmiua
(NiCad) batteries iLs about as usaful.as that which accoaspanies wesost
aelectronic hardwars: it ilw not what it tells you, but what it
assumes you already, or do not need to know, that causes the probles.
F'r instance, the nifty little bubble pack usually adviwss the user
to fully charge the NiCda beforw usae, and if you arm raally lucky,
also disclowes that they should be fully di sCharged barfore
recharging. Occasionally, there may be a vague referencem to the
"mawory affect’ and how it reduced the battaerie's potential to
deliver their optimum output.

I have used NiCds for =sore than eight years. My first
encounter resulted from my buying a cute littlea ‘go anywhere  vadiao,
which {indeed went anywhere, providing [ took along a spare sat of
batteries. Tha darnaed thing sucked the juice out of regular
carbon—zinc crlle within a few hours. Even the smore sxpanklve
alkaline calls struggled valiantly, but ultimately ended up costing
ma heaps for a marginally longer playing time. 5o [ bought two sets
of NiCds and a charger, and althought they gave a slightly sharter
playing time, the radio retained its clarity and voluaqg until the
batteries were aleost totally axhausted.

Considaring that sy first two sets {(four cells) gave me
over &0 charge cycles sach durwg a five-yaar pariod, they hava
proved extremely cost-effeckive. In the interia I have worn out four
sats, and despite the fact that none of thaa livad up ta thm
manufacturer ‘s claim to be: “Re-chargeable hundreds of tissa®, they
have saved me squillions.

In general uke, MiCds will give reliable servicea, prqvidinq
attention is paid to their peculiat habit of ‘ressshering ’ tbanr most
frequent patterm of usage. For example: if they are only discharqged
partiatly, than ‘topped up’ repsatedly, thay will adopt that pattarn
and only accept and deliver that asount aof energy. Fortunatwly, if
the period of partial cycling has not been unduly prolonged, such a
limitation may be corraected.

Unlass the charging unit has a bullt—in disharging :ircui?,
it is a good idaa to buy an inexpensiva battsry holder and wire it in
parallel to a pair of flamhlight bulbs of the desired voltage.. Thias
cimpla device sayb ba used to completely diascharge a.ﬁh‘clll'bqiurn
racharging. Full cycling ia the only way teo avold the DEROT Y
affact ' which raduceas their perforsance.

Howaver, ®sany cordless appliances coms with a recharging
unit into which the_ device is placed when not in usq. . Very .fen
manufacturers stipul ate that the device shouls be run until the NiCds
ara axhausted, then recharged fully. One can only ascusa that thelr
#ailure to pass on this critical information has something to do with
thair desire to sell raplacegeosnt battery packs. Tha COSROn
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misconception  that cordless devices may be "topped up ' betwsen unes,
iz the cause of much anguish when the batterieas fail to deltiver for
the period =uggested int the owner's wmanual. Hand-held vacuwe
cleaners, cordless drills and telephones, all benefit from baeing
allowed to run right down, if not gvery timw, certainly after no =morw
than half a -doren partial recharges. A major inconvenience with
these appliances is that they ne=d to be discharged well beyond the
point where they perfors a useful function. it is=s not always
practicable to use them until the batteriws die. Cordless phonas may
be left on until the light gosas out, before overnight rechargings
their auto re—dial and nauwber asemory is usually stored in the
mains—-powered base unit. Drills and the like msay be run down by
fixing the trigger button in the OM position with a couple of turns
of adhesive tapa.

The best cordless appliances are those that offer quick
battery replacement. This allows the unit to resaln in service whilw
the spare battery is being recharged. A little ingenuity may be
needed to fit a pair of leadms to the battery to enahles jt to b=
discharged out of the unit.

I have a notebook computer which goesx into suspendwed mode
whan the 7.2 volt battery output drops balow 7.0 valts. The manual
{written in Koreanenglish] makes no mention of the need to remove the
battery pach to fully discharge it. This results in the battery
indicator showing a flat condition after only 70% use. It becasw
obvious after a few such cyclesa (ail according to the instruction
manual) that the battery was not delivering its full potenttal. Due
to the memory effect, the computer detscted 3 low battery condition
after only 70% of the charge had hesn used. Concidering that the
previous recharge had anly “topped up® the 70% used from tha
preceding charge, a pattern of exponentially decreasing charges had
occurred. Within a few cyclem there was a marked decrease in battery
output, and the computer hegan to shut down after a few sinutes of
running. Although the bhaells and whistlea went off in tiae to save

the files and connect the AC adaptor, the battery never fully
dischargad.

Whan the panny dropped, it was a sinple satter to rig up a
Bakelite plate with twn brase studs attached to leads. Thisa
contraption was held onto the battery tersinals hy an wlastic band
and surprisingly, when the ‘flat’' battery was connected to a mmall
electric motor, it ran the amotor for 72 wminutes heform the output
dropped belo 1 volt. The discharging apparatus has subsequently heen
improved by substituting a pair aof 18 watt auto lamp bulha in
parallel. After the battery pack had besn fully cycled (charged,
then discharged) several times, it again delivered an output near to
that snggested by tha manufactuwrer. The sanual could have prevanted
a lot of frustration if It had eentioned that the battery could not
be totally discharged by ths computer under normal operation.

Despite the memory effect, carefully msaintained NiCds will
provide a steady diascharge level for longer than comparabhls
Carbon-IZinc or alkaline cells. During prolonged periods of high
ensrgy use, conventional cells can not accoasndates sore than an
occacional heavy load, while, excepting a dead ‘short’ NiCde will
deliver a full vaoltagea under very high drain. So, 1f your budget
permitz, MiCdas are well warth the initial high price. Given tha
worst possible scenaria {(unrealistic retail prices included), it is
possible to break aven after as few ax ten charge cycles — then you
are homa fres! J.Verran
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Doc¢ Smith Re-Visited

Fo Bk O Dpacs

TJ

L‘w rather tired of those fens who (2) know it all, and (b! arw sure that
their opinlon in the only correct one, [°s thinking af thusa who denigrate the old
pulps bacause they don’t Follow current stylas and tastas. OF coursas they don't!
Wor do the works of Chaucer, Shakmspears, Dicken, Verna, Nells ar any other
long-gona author. That dowsn't aake ‘mm bad, just dated. [n recent ywars, the latwe
Poc Smith has come in for such flak for such alleged shortcomings, usually by thoue
who nevar read his in his ara. Doc wrote for the twenties and thirties befara
tub-thuaping scologists, whale-saving, ethnic minorities, lesbhianxz, gays and PC
jargan ruplacad plots and characterisation ia SF.

[ decioed to go hack to 3w how wall some of the clder yarns stodd up. [
dug out #nd read a stack af Astoundings from the late forties and earky fifties.
Te ay surprise, [ found &very issue highly readable - which i morw than I can say
for currant issues i Analog. Those oidies HKad fresh ideas, piot twists and
interesting characters. MHowadays, if 1 manage to finish a yarn, I usually find |
hava forgotten what it wan aboul by the time | come to enter it in ay files. Sa
asboidened, [ dug out Doc Smith’s ‘THE SKYLARK OF SPRCE", originally pubiished in
1928, and began remadingi-~

CHARACTERS Physicist Aichard Seaton, his fiancee Darathy Vanesan, friend
and willionaire HMartin Crane, villaina 'Blackie  Duluesne and Perkins’ and their
captive, Margaret Spencer.

PLBT A lab accident puts Seaton on the trail of atomic power, 5o financed
by Seaton they built the “Skylark’. 0u Quesne steals the secret, builds a
spacacraft and Lkidnaps Dorothy. Also in hls craft are Perkias and kidnap victin
Hargaret. Uncontrollad, their ship hurties cut of off to another galaxy and i3
trapped 1n orbit araund a dark star. Seaton and Crane follom to effect a rescus,
but use all their pomer source and asust find sore. They wvisit several planets
vefora sasting two races of grean husanoids, one good, the other bad. After a
false start, they join the goodies, wipe out the nasties, und haad off home.

VERDICT Characters are pure gpld, villains rotten to the core. The
dialpg is datad, the "love” intwreat thy Mrs. Lewr Hawkins Garoy) is totally 'UGH.
Tha action is pften saive and Seith has no gquales about killing off mbole races of
peaple. On tha plus sida, there ar: encugh incidents, scenes and plet angles to
furnish a dozen modern yarns. Thare's always scamthing happening and Blackiwm
Duluesna’' is one of the best villains ever to appear in pulp SF. Hot a gqraat
book, but if judged by 1328 standaros, it would have baen nead and shoulders abave
its contemporaries and a certain Hugo Winper.

Mow dara [ try Skylark Thres, Skylark of Yaleron and Skylark Buluesna?

GENERAL CHUNTERING /]

Ken F Slater

Time Was...when a query in fanmag about some "them and us" point would
bring a large responsa. "Them” being the mundane, larger, portion of
mankind, "us" being that small but significant portion we used to call
"fankind". As there was zilch response ko my quastion about wind-farms
and your reaction to them, [ must conclude that either none of you live
near one, or if you do you stand beside the silent majority and CCL. In
some small way I guess that gives me an answer. Time Was...when we used
to feel that a 3- or 4-part serial in the magazines was a "long" story.
Probably the length was more in time taken to get the complete story than
the real wordage of the tale. Most of those serials appear to have
Einished up as books of 200 to 300 pages. E.E.Smith's four basic
"Skylark™ novels totalled some 1000 plus pages, and the five "Lensman®
novels almost !,500pp. JWC's two series count for 650pp and 570pp Ln five
books; not (so far as I know) serialised but spread gver twenty years,
E.R.Eddison's Zimiamvia trilogy comes to some 1050 pages. J.R.R.Tolklen
upped the ante with TLOR which can come out at nearly 1200 pp (editions
vary). But even this is small compared with some of today's gutput. I'm
part way thru Beook S5ix of an epic novel. Book One had 670 pp; Bk 2 -
3598pp; Bk 3 - 595pp; Bk 4 -~ 1030pp; Bk 5 -786pp; Bk 6 - ¥01pp. And I am not
certain that this is the last bgok in this novel. I say "novel” as the
plot and the main characters continue throughout. Possibly the total
wordage of ERB's "Tarzan" stories would exceed this, but in most cases
each "Tarzan” novel is & separate story. I imagine that therve are other
competitors for the "longest” continuing tale; Raymond Feilst and David
Eddings are two authors who have made pretty lengthy contributions to
the field. Terry Brooks, perhaps, but ['m not sure whether the gaps
which ocrur in between the various Shannara series would put them into a
different class. dCan you think of any other “long” novels ? We need
something over 4,000 pages to get on the "short list". Oh yves, this
novel I'm following is THE WHEEL OF TIME by Robert Jordan. I must admit
that I start to overlook "series” novels after the first two or three
books: a quick scan - grasp enough to make a reasonable comment Ln the
catalogue - and on to the new material. But this one I'm actually reading
- and even enjoying. I wonder whether Mr.Jordan or I will give up first ?
Time Was... when a publisher would ask a bookseller if he'd take along
copies of a book or books written by an author who would be attending
{not necessarily as GoH). Sometimes this could be at the instignation of
the auther, sometimes thru odd bits of information floating around in
that "aether" that surrounded editors/publishers/dealers/avthors &
fandom-in-general. On occasion at the boakseller's request. [t was all
pretty simple; sometimes the books would be supplied on a "pro-forma”
inveice, and the payable invoice wag raised after the unsold books had
been returned., I recall I've been supplied on a handwritten list on a
letterhead. All very gentlemanly and nat restrictive. The "aether"” has
evaporated. For a convention this year I rang a sales office asking for
titles by twowriters. I was told to put in an order in the normal way, it
would be expedited, and "on sale®. Most items arrive,but one title is
"to follow" - which it does, ten days after the Con. When I ring and ask
for returns authority. I am told to apply in writing. Six weeks later I
get the authority, and I send tn the books. Another four weeks and I get
the credit note, with some books disallowed as they are over 12 months
after publication. They are not returned to me, and when | telephane for
an explanation I get told this is the new policy. Exasperation reigns. It
has al! been sorted now,but! Time Was... when I enjoyed bookselling!
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Hobbyist by E.F.Russsll talls of a space scout landing on
a warld which has just one huge museum created by the supsrbeing

& who ‘plants’ varicus species, including humanity as a hobhby.
. ] Another excellent EFR yarn cancerns tha “aind-your—-own-businass
Way back in ERG ‘myob’ society which gradually whittles away tha crew meabesrs of an
78, (Rpril 1982, I listed ay all-conquering battleship. Arthur C.Clarke is another long timae
favourite SF books. Thay [ favourite. To be honest, I such prefer his older stuff to more
still make axcallent Desert recent yarns, especially in collaboration with Les Gentry. One of
Island reading, so 1711 list Clarke’'s earlisst, ‘'Rascue Party' concerning huamanity’'s flaeing
them again here sa you can Earth as the Sun goss nova aiways gives me a buzz, ‘The Nine
ses if you agree, disagrae, Billion Nameas Of God' iw another winner as a computer churns out
or can do better. all possible letter combinations which Tibetan sonks beliwve will

and the world — and it doss.

Frank Harbert's

UNDER PRESSURE {(aka Dragon In I love the twimt in the tail of Damon Knight's tale of
The Sea and 2let Century alien vigsitors whosa only aim whilst halping husans is ‘To Eerve
Sub.} is the tale of sabotage Man " - boiled, fried or roasted. Knight also wrote tha
) ) aboard a nuclear submarine sarious/comic, 'Cabin Boy ' in which the ganeral dogsbody on a
stealing oil from an underwater Russian well, The LENSMAN series starship wearns hiszs captain’'s wrath by allowing trapped huaans to
of wix books by Doc Saith im still a great achievement and a ‘gosh sscape. Then thara arse three winners from Thesodore Sturgeon,
uou; _re.d. SINISTER BARRIER, Eric Frank Rumsall ‘s tale of tha firstly, ‘MICROCOSMIC GOD’ where an ‘inventor’ really gets his
invisibla energy beings praying on human smotions, always gives ma inventions from the captive, tiny, ‘Neoterics’ who can creats
a kick. 0.F.Jones COL05595 trilogy of the computer taking over thinga ovarnight thanks to their accelerated time—scalae. ‘Rule Of
the world is another reguiar ‘re-read’. John W.Campbell appears Three  sees three mutually antagonistic humane accidentally trapped
twice on ay desert island, firat with THE MOON IS HELF, raelating he inside one amorphous creature, and finally, his superb ‘Killdozer®
plight of astronauts marronad on the Moon's far side. Than WHO which also made an axcellant filem. That has construction warkars

GOES THERE? must be the definitive, shapa-changing alien aenaca

yarn It never fails to theill on an island site, battle against an alien which takes over their

machines. Kat Wilheim's 'Tha Killing Thing  is aimilar ln thema,

i is hunted b d ¥ ti hine,
THE PUPPET MASTERS was foreshadowad by an warly yarn in but this time a @an is huntm Y a derang® ighting mac

hltounging, but Heinlein s treatment is far better than the old ‘Child’s Play’ by William Tenn concerns the misdelive
pot-boilar.  His UNIVERGE. yarn of autation on a lost generation ry, from the future, of a ‘Bild-A-Man kit. Its recipient
starship ia anather exceilent variation an an old theme. axparimants with first asusing, then fatal ressults. Also
J i misdirected from the futura was Kornbluth's “‘Little Black Bag’
. amax H.Schaltz never fails to hold me when I return to which <contained miraculous surgical instrusents. Thase are
his AGENT OF VEGA callaction abaut the problass of Galactic misapplied by a bogus cosmmtician who does waell — until the bag is
super—agents; far baetter than the clownish Retiaef. A.E.VanVogt's recalled at an inconvenient momant.
VOYAGE OF THE SPACE BDERGLE, succmsafully bleande hie sxploration
vassal stories from Astounding inta a highly tnjgyabln naval, Twa Heinlein also appmars in the list of shorter yarns, this
of tha yarnas (Black Destroyer and Discord in Scarlst were tha time with ‘Waldo', ('Genius In Orbit‘) about the genius dooaed- by a
spagke fovithalf Lilim, ALl ends debilitating disease to live in a weightless satellite - until
magic effects a cure. The title gave its’'s nase to ramote handling
Repsaber the Jack Williamson yarns of the over cautious devices used in atomic . .

Y plants. Algis Budrys, 'Rogue Moon’' about a
and = halpful | ebccs 7 N ROCDED T RANCEEEE)  and RNATHRSEAREELNG man surviving on a monstrously intricate killer maze is another
MIND ‘', thay also are worthy of repaated reading. Thirty ysara gaody
later, MWilliamson gave us another in the saries, 'The Huasancid )

Univeraa’, (Analog, Juna 1980} but it lacked the life of the old Boing back in time for a few real otdies, I eust take
yarns. Doc. Kellaer s ‘The Doorbell” with ms. A rathar grussoss yarn in
. which a rich pmagnate gats revenga on an enesy by feeding hias

. N.ﬁt ,it" on ey Db RbOS SECLOI B0 (T 216 AT capsules holding mwtal fish—hooks, than puts his in a room bansath
The Rind Thing® in which 20 align creature able to take aver a giant alectro-magnet which 1is connected to tha doorbell. I
“?‘l _cuntrol of¥ any} Lisinummccestuge,=—matas, 3,bidSsariecrlo i shudder svery time I read that one. Then I muatn’t omit a clutch
domination. All the ahove are books or book langth novels. There L of H.G.Wells yarns, starting with ‘The Stolen Body’ whare an out of
ars many shortar items which still tii:l. nvk5|nle‘0f Wonder when I t body exparience has disastrous results. "The Inexperlisnced Ghost
re—gaad ‘thea., To baghonest gaany of ®a aake their iegact °91¥ et hag a newly created espirit trying to find the right magic passes to
a first reading when the barb in the tail is able to make itself escape, his earthly ties. Then of coursa, "The Valley Of Spiders’

falt. After that, ona notices waaknasses in dialogue, davelopasnt

and characters. Even so, thay are still worth being given a second

chance, =a hare goes. All graat yarne, mainly from Astounding and all
quaranteed to while away many a happy hour on ay demart island.

seas miplorers running foul of giant. wind—borns arachnidas.
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FIRST .1SSUES
SASTICTSTDRIES OF THE TOT0RS

F o SCIE”L'E SCIENCE FICTION
I1CTION B R

NARCH-z!Se ning storigs, one article and ane aor two
UNDER THE fillers. Df the ten main iteamn, no less than
LLNUCHEUN  seves were writien under pueudonyss. I've
s» EDMOND included the real nases in brackets. Artwork
LLLUBLL  w.s by Paul and Jack Binder, ptus one ather
pnidentified illo.

The lead yazrn, UNDER THE WHITE SWUW. by Edeend
Hamilton had thumapity living in domes on 2
future, frozen Earth. &arl Ailing (and his
gtrl! are thrown out for apposing the dictater
Sorm 0ga. They face sundry sonsters and perils
bafnre reaching another dose and qetting hela.

WARTLAN MARTYRS was %y John Coleridge (Earl
and Otto Binderld, Earth is ruled by the
Pl i
__ L =z ing-gized, enigmatic, Science Council.

Tom and -#ik are trained as spacesmen and set on 3 one-way Journey to Rars. Dtk
suspects the council, finds they are supermen planning to eliminate huaans, so he
dropgs a bosb on their HO as his spicehip pasied over.

THE COHGUEROR'S VDICE, Robert Castle {Edwond Hamiltoa! told of an atteapt by
Eurasia to take over HAwmerica by radio hypaosis. The villain is fpiled by Agent
Martin.

VALLEY DF PRETENBERS by Dennis Clive (John Ruasell Fearn} has a passenger craft
land on Rhea, passengers stroll, are cut off by a fire, find English-spuaking duarvas
who are ¥illed off by a volcano, but who save the humans first.

THE MACHINE THAT THOUGHT, William Callahan {(Raymand I.Balluni kas High Class-Wumans
abgut to %#t1 off the Lows. MNed Brayden warns the Lows who revolt. Thea his robat
sachine rescues the survlviving 'Highs' and duaps them on a Jovian moon to Hend for
thessplves,

HAIARDS OF SPACE FLIGHT by Oerwin Laseer (Charles D.Hornlg) A pakt bpller listing
Yeraw's qun, fuel, ssteorites rekc.

THE SEA THINBS by Buy Arnold propasad a new fora of life rising fras the sea to
vandalize food gandens, but Clay Adamson finds 2 way to kill thes off.

OUTLAM OF SA&TURN by John Cotton (John Russell Fearn) is set on a swaapy Venus where
Bruce Lanning growe drugs and oppresses the natives. gent Lena Tavistock arrests
his, has a perilous trip getting him to justice and they fall in love on the way.

DEATH BY FIRE #rom haplia Reynolds fong has Professor Keadall kilied by a
wcientific surder which is solved by the hero.

LEECHES FROM SPACE, Ephraia Winiki {J_R.Fearn) Earth movies into a space cloud - af
leeches, GScientiskts %111 thew off by ereating artificial thunderstoras,

wack atuff, but it had plot {(sart of), action by the cartload, and no aetsage is
the story’ rubbish.

Fanzines

Alllull
..liilg”yp’lﬂ H;iill”v”i ;liilggi

THE FROZENM FROG. 1O 2ZBpp,folded f scap fram Girard
Banoit, 1014 Guillaume—-Boisaet, Cap Rouge, Quebec, CANADA G1Y LY9.
Camment on Confrancisca, Faneds explain ‘how they sanaga thelr
fanzine collection’, discussion of & ‘warld wide party’, a long
articie on American Comic Books, an even longer lettarcol and crammed“-
with excellent illas. Friendly and highly readable. For the ‘usual’.

MORIARTY 'S REVERNGE. = 18, Ad,pp fron Oava

Hicks, 8 Dyfrig St., Pantcsnna, Cardiff, CF1 9LR, Wales. Quaries
fanzine aimg and standards, natter on football, WinCon comment, an
artigcle an fan art, a lotta letters and some nica artwark. Nice,
chatty and antertaining. it covers intarasting topics without being
highbrow. Again, get it for the ‘usual’

ETHEL. THE AARDVARIK . SO Melbourne SFC, Pg Box 212,
World Trade Centre, Melbourne 3005, WVictoria, Australia. 18,A4pp
devoted to club news and books, comment on filos and Pt,.l af
producing fanpzines on a caomputer. Also has pagas of Langford'a
‘Ansiblae’. ¥20 for 4 ieBsues avarseas, %10 in Australia.

THE RELUCTANT FaMUIL_US Z43.35

Around 39, Ad4pp ea. from Tam D.Sadler, 422 W.Maple Ave, Adrian,
Michigan, 49221-1627, USA. Well produced, excelient art and cramaasd
with a nicely varied mix of articles, fiction, humour, readars’

latters, as wall as book and fanzine reviesws. Toa also reprint a
couplia af my gld fannish pieces, so I trust you'll rally round with
@ither #1.50 ar ‘thae usual’ - you won't regret it.

FEasSTusS JOHNSON '8 CAKEWAL K & B 7

approx 28, bsautifully lasar—printad pages esach, from Grag
Pickarsgill, 3 Bathany Row, Narberth Rd., Haverfardwest, Pambs SAb4l
258. No interior art or fictlian, but intalligent comment and
argument on a varlaty of taopics - including natwork discussion,
fandam’'s aims, FIJAGH V PIAWOL as well as futura conventions, their
coets and aims. All thasae ara caverad mainly in latters and Greg's
reaponses in which he pulls no punchas. MNot really a&kc, but highly
readabla.

ARROWS OF DESIRE. S 35, S4pp from Michaml Abbott,
Flat 4, 27 Tarront Rd., LONDON N1S 3AA. This issus is davotad tao
raeligion a,d hae pieces by Ken Lake, Dave Langfard, Michasl Ahhatt,
Stevae Jefferaey, and athers. There are three stories, but only ane
appaalad to ae. In betwean the msain ittam ware capsulm datails af tha
world's major religions. You also get listm of SF with a religious
slant and anather af filme with religQicus linka - although Wells' Man
Wno Could Work Miracles, and Niven‘'s ‘Matter Of Lite and Dmath’ arm
ami tted. Only thres pedearian illos, [‘a afraid but there are plenty
of interaesting LOCa. A nice friendly and argusent sparking zinwe.
Neaxt issue will ha on ‘Blaody Faraigners'®




LETTERS

EJHEL LINDSAY, 59 BARRIE KD, CRRNOUSITE ANGUS, SCOTLAND 907 700
Your story of Paul Duncan’'s request and
your admirable help to him made mw think
of the stories I could tell as an agent
for SF Chronicle. Tnere arw the folks
who say ‘cheque snclosed’ and forget
to snclose it. There are those who forget the fact that I am only
the agent and the copies come direct from New York. So they ring up
demanding to know why the hold up. Then there are thosa that send £3
for a sample copy and expect it within a week — to say nothing of the
simple sould who forgets to enclose an address or writes a fantastic
scribble. Complaining about Con prices, lat me add my bit. I always
have to pay a swingie room supplament — usually £10. I kmow all
hotela do it, but it is unfair to say the least. B  Agreed, a
ringle rocs should get single rate = mithout a surcharges. <@

ALAN BURNS, |9 THE CRESCENT, XINGS RO, STH., WALLGEMD, A.TYMESDIBE, NE€2F 7RE

I chesrfully admit to having as many prejudices as the next man,
but what gets right up my left nostril ©> Better than bafng lert
up yvyour right onre #8 is this doctrine of Political Correctness.
Having ignored ay share of digs at not seeing so well and being
sommwhat deaf, ] resent being patronizxed by those people who should
occupy themzelves by jumping off the tops of tower blocks and finding
how much damage is done when they hit the ground. Since [ don-t
attend Conun, my interesat is only academic, but as far as I can see,
the only cogt is hiring a big hall and maybe hiring a room or two,
plus a man with a projector to show a film. All other expenses to he
borne out of the attendees pockets except for an important speakar's
-35.1.1.1 T-1-1 B* True - up to a point, but rooes, TFilw hire,
insurance, printing costs etc, all cost a bomb - BUT, why uspteen
parallel! programs? You can only attend one film, panel, speech or
gab—Yest at a tiae, 50 mhy maste money on such extras, For that
matter, why a ‘fan roow’? Fans can maet in lobbies, lounges, their
rocoms or fn cafes, so why special, expensive raoms?

AMDREY DARLIWSTON, 1% SPA CROFT MB,, TEALL 57., OSSETT, W,YDRES WFY SHE

It's your 'First Issues’ fwature I turn to first. As you say, “older
readers may get a burzr of nostalgia and newer ones an idea of what
hags gone before™. [ guess 1 must fall into the second category as 1
was just five years old whan SPACE STORIES emerged - the sama manth
Britain tested its +¢irst atom bomb and HAD MAGAZIINE and NEBULA SF
wera launched. 0Oddly enaugh, I alwo get a nostalgic buzz for what ]
never sxpwrienced plugs a sgpnse of continuity and of belunging to a
process of evolutien that began before I was born and which will
continue for some time to come. 1 can relate directly ta the ¢ael,
smel]l and visual axcitewsnt the ald time fans felt as thosa magazinea
first appeared. | get something of a high digging thea out at
boaokfairs or through Mail Order listings, so it's an ongoing process
and not just an indulgence in things of the past,.

A.W.CLAAFE, & WEMDOVER WAY, WELLING, KEMT DALE 28N ;Z

Re cigarette advertising, you have a very goad point = | can’'t
imagine anyona changing brands because of it. [°d guess oost saockers
try out various brands as one tries out various detergents, and
settlea on one that suits them in some way. [ think that ads give
smaking a veneer of social acceptability. Like cars, cigarettes give
peaple a lot af pleasure - and kill lots too. I watched a cloaa
friend, fan-artist Atom, dim =lowly over several years, af a
smoking-related disease. Re.letter on Kearsh from Paul Duncan, he
wrote to me (in July) saying you’'d suggested it. 1 found and
photocpied a review for which he was looking, also sent a copy of sn
entry in the SF Encyclopedia, and haven 't heard anather word. @F
Readers, you have been warned, @

ALAN SUEL%AN, 30 ASH AD., STRATFOAD, LOMOOM E1S LW
GENERAL CHUNTERING, I think you would be very hard put indeed tao

find a satory that did not involve a ‘quest’ of some sort, in the
troadest possible sense of the word, Nor is this just a Fantasy/SF
thing (1'm one of thosa people who looks on all fiction as heing
‘fantasy’ - the broadest possible sense I'm afraid). It's just the
mganing that's put to the wards used. For some people they are just
perfectly innocent words used tp describe what they're doing. Far
ather, they can be a way of life. (eg: "Trek is a way of life*) ar a
killing insult (eg: "Die Trekkie Scum"). lsa't semantics wanderful?
e Yep, val tells me that ‘comedy’ Just weans ‘not tragic’,
whereas to me a ‘comedy should be funpy. @ Boaks. I find my=mal f
in agreement over "Pawers That Be”. aAnne HMcCaffreay books,
(especially the collaborations) defiantly seem to be getting mare and
more “romantiscistic”. It's all sa Mills & SHoans with "tatful -
changes of scene. @* Dead right Alan. 0K 17 you like that scrt of
stuff, atherwise, yecch.

ROGER WADDINBION, { CORMERCIAL ST., NORTOW, MALTON W.YORE 1017 SES

It does give me a quiet chuckle ar two as ta how the sore ecalogy
conscious among us ware demanding the withdrawal of nuclear pawer and
replacing it with wind and water powar. And now that they've
arrived? Apparently, barrages will upsset the balance of nature and
wind machines disfigure the landscepa and ¢reate noise pollution: 3o
what do they want? Pernaps they ware hoping for the old-style
traditianal windmills, every aone with a rosy-cheekad miller standing
at his door. (Come ta think of it, that would solve the unemployment
problem.} Can‘t help thinking that they're nat really interested in
the bettarment of mankind; only their own salfish ends.

On bizarre thinking, [ can agree on the ahsalute usslessness of
stopping children smaking by banning advertising cigarette
advertising near schools - of course they don't go anywhere else,
den't go into town, don't go gut at night. Of course the advertising
companies would like to think that they re so effectivae, but as you
say, it‘'s more dug to peer pressure and parents. a> Nobody
advertises drugs anymhere, let along mear schools, but drug-taking
among schoolchildren is rising fast — and that sust coms fros peer
pressure or weven parents.Why don’'t ths Gavernmani mhiz kids use
advertising to display the real horrors of addiction instsad of Jjust
parroting, "Don"t do it, It's bad for you."? <@

The run to the top of the rocket on the cover aof that Space Storiss
cover aight not be sa exhausting if it was on a low—gravity planat.
B% Good point, but 1 bat If astronauts, even on the Haon, had to
ciimb 380ft. or so up a Saturn rocket they'd soom dawand a lift.
8
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GEREK PICELES, 44 ROOLEY LANE, DANKFOQE, BRADFOWD, ¥.YORKS D5 dLY

We have a few windfarms round here, the nearest being at Howarth.
As you drive to Howarth along the Halifax-Keighley road you can see
the tops of nine towers and their bliades. From this side of the
ridge they are not too bad, but when you go over the crest you can
see they dominate the hillside and valley. Applications werse made to
inatall further windfarma along the ridge and nearer Howarth but
there were tremendous protests and inspectionas by the Planning
Committes which turned the applications down. Of course the Bronte
Saciety and Bronte fanas were violently opposed to their landacape
being sullied. I think it is often forgotten that before tha steam
engine was introduced into milles - 1780% gowards, water wmille were
built in tha country up the little valley where thera were steady
streama. I Sase in Sherfield where the “litt]e wmesters” built
alonyg the (then) beautivul Don Valley and tributaries. @
Wordsworth praised the fact that, "the wmills were tucked away out of
sight as they were such eyesores.” [ have not stopped ta listen to
tha wind turbines but there are probably no more than half a dozen
farmhouses and cottages within half a wmile or so. Even if every
local hated them there can only be twenty or thirty pecple affected.

Tobacco advertising, do you rewsmber the fil NOW VOYAGER when FPaul
Henreid and Bette Davis were standing in the French window and Paul
put two cigarettes in his mouth, 1it them and gave one to Bette?
aAfter that film {19427) every lad was imitating Paul as it was
thought to be the height of romantic sophistication. W Trues, I
reassher howm wmuch TYilss influenced me as a teenager. After sswing
Huaphrey Bogart mearing a black tie and a wmhite shirt, I siwmply had
to do likewise — and wmalk around mithout an overcooat, even in the
depths oY minter, just so wy shirt and black tie could be seen. on
the other hand, I can't recail buying sany clothing as a rasult of
seeing advertising anywhere. 48

ELECTRONIC STENCILS: ! 've unmarthed a small pile of slectrostencilled
illos destined for the old duplicated ERG. 1{ you would like 'em, yau
can have ‘em for whatever they cost in postage — not a lot.

ERGITORIAL NOTE: ERG 127 brought in a magnificent total of F LOC=,
my heartfelt thanks to those 7 stalwarts, but 7 locs per issue
just isn’'t economically viable or worth the affort. Thersfore, this
iz the last igsue of ERG. It neatly rounds off 346 years of the old
mag as the next issue would have been the annish. However, as I ve
said before, LOC us or lose us, {f you'ra one of the regular and
persistent non-responders, then you have helped bring on the end.

I have enjoyed producing ERG, but mailing it into a responsa vacuum
iz costly and potntless. If any fanmd out there is interested in
carrying on "WEIRD AND WONDERFUL ', 'FIRST ISSUES’', or indesd, any of
my rambling thoughts, articles and suchlike, please drop me a linwe.
I'm NOT GAFIAting, just quitting a losing game.
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WHERE TO GET
YOUR SF

Every so often [ have this
dreas in which [ enter a sscondhand
book shop and find stacks of old S5F
pulp magazines. Many a time 1've
entered a shop and hoped it would
happen for real, but it never did.-
Never that is, until last week when 1
ra-visited Franks Sooksellers at the
Antique Centre in the Royal Ewchange,
Hanchester. Haning .outside was a 1934
A=stounding for only E10. Inside was
stack of thirty eor forty SF pulps,
Astoundings from 1934/38, Amazing dated
1928, Wonder and even Tales 0Of Wonder.

All the mags were in EXCELLENT, near mint condition. A treasure
trove going at around £10 to £12 each. Franks is in the basement of
the Royal Exchange, {Ph, 0&61-832-724{} a compler of shops bwtween
Cross St and St. Ann’'s Sguare at the bottom of HMarket St. near
Deansgate.

This seems as good a time as any to include a list of other
dealers who can supply you with SF ete.. If contacting them, don’'t
forget an S.A.E.

K.F.SLATER, PO BOX 23, UPWELL, WISBECH, CAMBS PE14 9BU. Ken not only
haas a large stock of SF, but can get you any naw itea to order.

HIKE DON, 233 MAINE RD., MANCHESTER M14 7WG

KEN COWLEY,TRINITY CDILLEGE,}S3 OLD CHURCH RD. ,CLEVEDONM,AVON BSZ1 7TV

SIMON GOSDEN, 25 AVONDALE RB., RAYLEIGH, ESSEX

IARDOZI BOOKS. HM.FLANAGAN, 20 WHITECROFT, DILTON HARSH, BAIT 4DJ

TERRY JEEVES, S& RED SCAR DRIVE, SCARBOROUGH Y012 SRQ

+ T ] Y

BLRM4NGHAM-ﬁt3'3Eﬂ__Pﬂ"TUiTT—35i—ﬂﬁGEb ’GON? Away’ ’

ANDY RIECHARDS, COLD TONNAGE POOKS, 136 MEW RD., BEDFONT, FELTHAM,
MIDDX TWi4 8HY

KIRK RUEBOTHAM, 16 BEACONSFIELD RD., RUNCORN, CHESHIRE WA7 4BI

ROBERT A MADLE, 440& BESTOR DRIVE, ROCKVILLE, MD20953, USA.

JOHN SCHNEIDER, 1500 MAIN AVEMUE, KAUKAUMA, WISCONSIN 54130, USA

BRIAN AMERINBGEN, 7 GRAHAM RD., WEALDSTONE, HARROW, HIDDX HAS SRP

MARK NEGUS, SUGEN % Co., HILLINGTON HOUSE, 73 JEFFERSOWN ST.,
GOOLE DNid 657 HMark deals only in file & TV tie—in paperbacks.

BRIAN CDCKS, 1B WOODSATE, HELPSTON, PETERBOROUGH PE4 JER — Deala only
in aircraft books..

DWID S.HEARD, The Haeckmondwiks Bookshop, 2 Market St., Heckeondwike,
W.Yorke (Paperbacks)

RICHARD WILLIAMS, 15 HIGH ST., DRAGOMBY, SCUNTHORPE, DNLS OBE

CONQUISTADOR, 158 KENT HOUSE RD., BECKENHAM, KENT BR3 LJY For coaics
and related media items.

VOM L.THIEL, 4074 NE Deaumead St., Hillsboro, OR 97124, USA



BLDODWARS Vampire World.3
Brian Lumley Roc £3.9%
In the conflict between the Undead

and the Wamphyri, Necroscopa Nathan
Keogh, Trask and their esper
companions must defend Earth and
alternate warld Starsida. When

trapped, Nathan saves himself and Zek
by teleportatiaon which he learns to

control, This puts him in further
danger aa a Government Agency seeks
to co-opt or kill him. The espers

@scape to the vampire world of Starside where aven greater perils
await them. This final epic of the Wamphyri worid saga is a wmassive
bloch-buster of nearly BOU pages.

RED DWARF QuIZ EBOOK Micky Hooks % Gharon Burnett Fenguin £4.%9

Mot just a series of Quizzes, although there are plenty of those.
You also get crossward puzzles, word-search grids, who—pl ayed-whao
problems, and guotation puzzles. The brain-teasers are interspersed
with photos of tha characters in the TV series, along with thewr
Buestionnaire anpwers. 14 vou're an RD fan, then this 1s one with
which to relax - or drive yourself cracy over the anewers.

SOFTWARE Rudy Rucker ROC £4.99

Hippy Cobbk Anderson, was once the top cyberneticist who gave Al’'s
fregdam to avolve and control the Moon. Now the robots hope to take
over humans to merge them into one complex system. They send robot
copies af Cobb and drop-out Sta-Hi, ta start the procass. Lobb gets
integrated into his copy, but Star-Hi doesn’'t conform to tha robats’
plans. Much Jjiva language Ln a fast moving yarn where ioterest is
never allowed to flag.

CONBUEROR 'S PRIDE Timathy Tahn Bantam £4.99

Four alien ships fire without warning, wipe out gight Commonwaalth
battleships and take Commander Phelan Cavanagh captiwve. His father
organises an illegal rescue force to sand Phelan s brothar #ric on  a
rescue mission. Maanwhile, the Commonwealth prwpares for war but one
membar race is breeding disunikty in (its ranks. Flrst in & aew
seria@s, this is an excellent, muiti-layered navel af hard-core SF.

MEN AT ARMS Terry Pratchatt Cargy £4.79

in the city of Ankh Morpork, Lord d°Eath is canvinced that simpla
minded Corporal Carrpt is the reincarnation of former kings and sets
out to enthrona him. He steals a gonne and begins a procass of
elimination. Carrot develops a crush on policewoman Angua - who
happens to bea a vampire. Has sats out to solva tha murders and
reaches an unexpected ending. Another hilarious Discawarld anovel, and

to my mind, the best yet.

RAIDERS OF THE LOST CAR PARK Robert Rankin Corgi £4.99

The Hidden King of tha World and immenke treasure are secrated away
in the Farbidden Zones where fairies dwall. Hugo Runa vanished after
finding them, noWw hi% son Cornelius aets out to recover Aune (or
preferably the trgasure), aided by the dwarf, Tuppe and the nubile

Anna. They rescue Hugo taccidentally}, who axplains his plan to
averthrow the fairies by having Cornalius kidnap the GOueen of
England. Meanwhile Polly Gotting gets a job with Prince Charles and

Inspectre Hovie inveatigates. A rather complicatad plot with Rankin
in top frenetic form.

THE GREATEST SHOW OFF EARTH

Robhert Rankin PDoubleday
£14,.99

Raymond and his friend
Simon are idling in the
al lotment whan an aliam
starfish from Uranus englobes
them, Siman escapes, but
Raymond is& lurad to Venus and
sold in a food markat.

Whilst Simon finds a book
which lets him win a fortune
hefare being muggad by nasty
men in grey suits, he alsc meets aonster chicken Sate-Hen and is
:::rf:?d fur mur den . Raymond escapes being waten, joins Professar
& Circus, ma?ts shapa—changing Iephyr, and haars how Earth is
raally two concentrig spheres with the outer baddies planning to saal
aff ;he inner {our) wor ld. All is eventually resclved in a
pun—filled epic with more plot threads than the Bayeux tapestry.

THE ILLUSTRATED FRAMKENSTEIMN MOVIE GUIDE Stephen Jones Titan £9.99
How many films have used Frankenetein's monster? Fiva? Sev;n7
More? This collection lists aver 400! Including the Munsters, Addamss
etc.. There's an Introduction by Karloéf then the files arm lfst-d in
5ect1on? - 'The silents’, The 30s’, ‘The 40s’ and sa on; each with
year, director, stars, length, company, a briaf precis and.a qualit
rat}ng. ?etween the sections are essays on Karlaff, his maks-up m-.au'l"'r
Culln‘ Clive, Peter Cushing, othar monstecs and players of the Barnn'
There’'s also a camplete alphabetical index, a Bibliography and th;
large (21x27cm) volume is crammed with ‘stills” many in colour A
absalute must’ for any Frankanstein fan. ' ) "

BEHIND THE MASK M.Salisbury & A.Hedgcock Titan £10.99

Subt%tled ‘The Sacrets OFf Hollywood's Movie Makars" this
largeTslzad baoaok has twelve chaptera devoted to the ;en and
techniques used to bring those incredible monstars to the screen
The text is interspersed (cramoed) with black and whiite and coluu;
pho;ographs shawing the experts at work as wall as the end reasult of
their m?gical labours. There's also a 'Filmagraphy ' for each FX
expert giving his films, year and director. A brief Bibliography
a}so ha; a few sources far matertals to make yowr own creaturaa
Film-making and horror buffs, this is for you. ’

DEVIL NDRLDf Star Trek Adventures Gordon Eklund Titan £3.99
The beautiful BGilla Dupree persuades Kirk to sesk out her nisaing

father,_ cast out for treachary. Jacob Kell, is living with the
devil-Iike Danons on Haartland, a world naow proscribed becausa it
drove early colonists mad. When they locate Kell, a aysterious

m?ntal fnrcn pr?vnnts their escapa, and Kirk falla ia lave with
Gilla with predictable results. A standard pot-boiler.

STAR TREK: TESTS OF COURAGE Howard Wainstein. Titan E9.99

An Ad-sized graphic novel with an introductian by Guorge Sakei (M
Sulul . The story opens as a bunch af distinctly alder ST charactnr;
walcome Sulu’'s promation ta Captain in cossand of U.89.8. Excelsior
After building ianense fission bombs, the people of Tabukan 3. and ;
naw wanF peace and semk to dispose af their arsenal. Extmlsion. and
Eﬁterprlse are sent to assist, but a Rosulan/Maroan alliance decoys
Kirk away and sats a trap for Sulus Both Captaine face averwhelaing
dangers befare all is resolved. Great for all graphic fans
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VIRTUAL LIGHT William Gibson Penguin £3.99
Set 1In the seamy California of 2003, Secwrity man Rydaell drives a
high tech car, but lo=mes his job after an over—violent responue to a

hacker ‘s hoax call. He gets a new job driving a skip-chasar._
Hessenger, Chevette pinches a pair of special, Virtual-Light,
information—packed sun glasses. HMobster= come after hevr, and so0 does
Rydell ‘s new boss. Crammed with futuwristic jargon, slang and

references, this is one of those ultra-clever, Cyberpunk yarns which
takes a long time to set the background before it gets going.

DRAWING BLOOD Poppy I.Brite Penguin £35.9%

Trevor HcGee was only five when his father killed hia mother and
younger braother. Mow, twankty years later he reaturna to the deserted
house wherm it all happened. Herwe he meets and nearly kills, 7ack
Bosch, a hacker on the run. They settle in and the evil of the place
starts to operate. Set in the sleazy world of the underprivileged,
with plenty of druge, bboze, homossxuality and gutter language. You
fewl you need a showar by the half way mark. Not my cop of tea, but
if you're into that sort of horror navel, you may go for this one.

COLUMBO: The Grassy Knoll William Harrington Titan E8.79

The detective in the crumpled raincoat setse out ta fiond the
murderer of chat-show host, Faul ODrury who had planned to reveal the
truth of the J.F.Kennedy shooting. The files of the last. show have
vanished, and as Columbo investigates, he finde he is also laking for
the killer of JFEK. Just as in the TV files, you know who is at the
end of his trail, but the fun is seeing how-Ealunbo solves the
mystary. Beautifully worked out, and NOT a tedious wmedia spin-off
hype. 1 thiwaoughly enjoyad the yarn. Recommended.

THE AVENGERS: Dead Duck Patrick Macnee Titan £3.9%

A geries aof inexplicable deaths by ‘heart attacke’ turn out to have
been caused by one af those [ittle—known South American poisons.
Steed and Emma Peel foullow a trail leading to a couple of old men  In
a nmear—fortresa and a maniacal plan ta- snatch powar. A highly camp
novel In the old Boy s Own Paper style. Some nice sequances and an
over the top deanoument. Incidentally, what sort of gold cigarette
case hnolds two salmon sandwiches? {(presusmably smoked saimon).

STAR WARS: Champions OfF The Farce Kevin J_Anderson
Bantam £3.99 _
Luke Skywalker lies in a coma as his foroer

pupil Kyp Durron takes the awful Sun Crusher on a

voyage of deatruction among the Eepire s factions.

AmbassadorFurgan . esnde a task force ko kill

Leia's twina and also her bhaby. Han goex after

Kyp whilst Luke operates from his trance and uses

his Jadi powers to aid tha children. Volume 3 of

the Jedi Academy trilogy and the never-—ending
struggle bhetween ths Beapire s remnanta and the New

Republic.

INTO THE LABYRINTH Hargaret Weis & Tracy Hickmon Bantam E£4.99

Xar, Lord of the Nexus, sseks to contral the powars of the Seventh
Gate between the Worlda. To da sa, he sust first kill then resurrect
Hapto. Harit, Haplo's ex—-Jover ia gent to kill him, as is Aekassin,
Hugh The Hand. MWounded, Haplo enters the deadly Labyrinth to fight
for hia life. Thia Sixth volume of the Death Gate Cycle is rather
eporadic. Same parts are excellent and really grab you, others seea
zslow and pedestrian. Could it be where the authors altsrnate?

VURT Jeff Noan Ringpull Press £4.99 !'
Set in a future, sleazy, Manchester where cyborgs, shadow snakes

and telepaths are common. A high-velocity opening sess shadow and
real police chase the "Stash Riders’, a small group of dropouts who
live for Vurt drug feathers. Thae band has two wosan {cme a telepath)

and twao men, one af whom, Scribble smeeks his milssing sister who

vanished into the Vurt world to be replaced by an alien Thing. The

trail follows a maze of drugs, trips, violence and four—letter words.
I[f cyberpunk is your bag, here it is in spades.

THE CHRONICLES OF PERN: First Fall Anne HMcCaf fray Corgi £4.9%

in five spisodes; the discavery of Pern, a volcano’'s threat, the
creation of HRuatha Hold, a bonding of dragon-to-rider and finally,
rescuing Pern’s last survivors. There's no aantion of the giant Al
computer; the tales are virtually platless with no baddies other than
tha harsh conditons and the inimical Thread. {(Why hadn't it overcun
Pern before settlers arrived?). Nevertheless, a good pat is worth
boiling well, and McCaéfrey does a saooth job af showing the gradual
shift from a technology base to an agrarian ona.

I SHUDODER AT YOUR TOUCH Ed. Michele Slung
Raoc £4.99

Subtitled ‘22 Tales of Sex and Horror ', this
collection gives you an accidental
Superwoman’'s revenga, a marmaid killer,
nostalgic fantasy, murder, violenca, a ghostly
laver, hauntings, vampires, a weird sideshow,

a berauty salon, strange lovers, Russian
Roulette, metamorphosis, maental power  and
others. A really mixed bag of terror tales

which has something for everyone.

SHUDDER AGAINM Ed. Michele Slung Roc £4.99

Anather 22 tales af sex and horroc. Skaletal love, visit to a
welrd house, a strong moraon, a haunted car, lovers’ torture, first
love revisited, a bhaunting wife, an andraid seductraas,
Cinderellla reworked, vampires, an incredible hirth, illegal
heterosexuality and many more. As goad a collectian as the first
one so if sih is your tipple, you can’'t go wrong with eithar -~ ar
hath.

THE ESSENTIAL FRANKENSTEIN Ed. Leanard Walf Plume £8.99

First setting out Mary Shelley 's background and how she casae to
write -Frankenstein. (Tha reproduction of a paga of her handwritten
Ms makes a8 wonder how anyone managed to read it). Then a
collection of letters precedes the three parts aof the noval in its
original (1818) fora. The story is followed by a Fantasmaggoriana
tale, a calendar of avents, snoe reviews, a Filaography and a
Bibliography. Many excellent, aevocative illustrations, copious
faotnotes and quotes by sundry writers make this & "must’ for all
Frankenstein buffs.

BATTLETECH: CLAOSE BUARTERS Victor Milan ROC £3.99

Caszie Suthorn is a warrior with Cosacho s Cabal leraos whan thay
take a ‘wmilk run’ job af guarding a V.I.P.s cousin. PBut things go
terribly wrong whan Yakusa and ISF Jjoin togather. nly Cacsis’a
‘barserker’ fighting skill can save the day. Another yarn in the
lang-running Battletech series for those who like updated sagas of
epic sword and sarcery without the magic slement saving the day.
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HARF OF WINDS Maggie Furey Legend ES5_59

Book 2 of the "Artefects of Power ', [ can do nou bettwr than quote
the jacket. "Child of wizards, swordmistress, the headstrong Aurian
had set hsr power against that of Hiathan, the avil Archmage. Whitlst
he possesased the Cauldron OFf Rabirth, Aurian bad recreated tha Staff
0f Earth, the first af the threms lost weapons, the only defence
against Miathan s plans of conguest, Trapped in the Southern Lands,
her powers reft by pregnancy, Aurian must raly on the untried powers
of the half-blood mage Anvar as their odyssey takeas them ta the realm
af the mysterious Xandim” Does that grab you?

PAPERBACKS, PULPS & COMICS. VYal.Z IARDOZ BUOKS E£3.93
This is a 144-page, digast—sized magazine boasting a full-colour
cover {The Shadow]) and ahsalutely crammed with articles,
illustrations and co ver repraoductions (largely of scantily clad
females). Thare are pieces on Horror Film Tie—Ins ', (filme/baaks).
Echoes Df Yesterday ', {(Sexton Blake, Boys Magazine, Greyfriars etc).
'The Pan Sartp Story’, The Shadow’, an article on paperbacks, and a
piece bn MEBULA accompanied by Hunter illos. Other items include
The Detective Fiction of Ron Gaulart”’, Cartoon Art Production’
etc., plus Mews, Letters, Sales and HWants. A hetter read than
Analog. Write to Zardoz Boaks, 20 Whitecroft, Ditton Marsh,
Westbury, Wiltas, BA1Z 4DJ and remember to mentian ERG.

STAR WARS: THE TRUCE AT BAKURA Kathy Tyers Bantam £4.99
An  intercepted message drone warns of an  attack wan  far-of#
Empire-world Bakura, by aliens who make humans into android machines.
Luke Skywalker heades a task force to make a truce and aid the
Empire. His hope ia that Bakura will ijoin the Alliance, but BGoverrnor
Mergus is tempted to hetray him to the aliens. Ta complicate
mattera, Luke is contacted by a2 human slave af the aliens, and finds
romance on Bakura. A complicated but well developed plat; nothing to
da with the story, but I have a few ganeral Star Wars queries - how
did Leia, daughter of Darth Vader hecome a Princess, and why isn’t
brother Luke a prince? Moreover, since nobody understands R2-D2, why
don't they fit him a vaige bax?
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"Honest Pop, I made it out of a plastic kit!'"



